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PLEASE READ

This is your instruction manual for the Brookhaven BI MAS option. Please read it carefully
before making measurements. The INSTALLATION section describes procedures for checking
that the instrument and software are working properly. Familiarize yourself with the software by
running the program with some of the data sets that are provided for this purpose. If you have
any questions, comments or suggestions, please contact Brookhaven.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

Copyright ©, 1994 by Brookhaven Instruments Corporation. All Rights Reserved Worldwide.
No part of this Manual may be reproduced, transmitted, transcribed, stored in a retrieval system,
or translated into any human or computer language, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, magnetic, optical, chemical, manual or otherwise, without the express written
permission of Brookhaven Instruments Corporation, Brookhaven Corporate Park, 750 Blue Point
Road, Holtsville, NY 11742, U.S.A.

First Printing : January, 1995
Catalog Number : MASMAN, Ver. 1.0
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WARRANTY
Brookhaven Instruments Corporation (hereinafter known as BIC) warrants that the product is
free from defective material and workmanship. Under the terms of the warranty BIC agrees to
correct by repair, or at BIC’s election by replacement, any parts which prove to be defective
through no fault of the user.

This warranty is limited to the original purchaser of the product.

The product shall be shipped, freight prepaid and insured in full, or delivered to a facility
authorized by BIC to render the service provided thereunder, in either the original package or in
a similar package affording an equal degree of protection. The purchaser must contact BIC for
instruction prior to returning the product.

The product shall not have been previously altered, repaired or serviced by anyone other than a
service facility authorized by BIC. The product shall not have been subjected to accident, misuse
or abuse, or operated contrary to the instructions contained in the instruction manual or manuals.

BIC shall not be liable for direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, or other type of damages
resulting from use of this product other than the liability stated above. These warranties are in
lieu of all other warranties, expressed or implied, including, but not limited to, the implied
- warranties of merchantibility or fitness for a particular purpose.

The BIC warranty extends for a period of 90 days. This period from the date of receipt of the
equipment, and it applies only to the original purchaser. The warranty period is automatically
extended to 1 year (except as noted below) from the date of receipt of the equipment provided all
invoices for said equipment, including transportation, if applicable, are paid within 30 days after
receipt of invoice.

The BIC warranty extends for a period not exceeding the warranty period of the Original
Equipment Manufacturer where applicable. The typical warranty period on printers and
computer peripherals is 90 days. Please contact BIC for copies of applicable OEM warranties.
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Software License Agreement

Carefully read the following terms before using the software provided with the system. Use of
the software indicates your acceptance of these terms. If you do not agree with the terms,
promptly return the software and the system. BIC refers to Brookhaven Instruments Corporation.

Terms
1. In purchasing this software you are granted non-exclusive license to use the software
product on one computer.
2. BIC retains title to, and ownership of, the software product. The software product may

not be modified without the express written consent of BIC.

3. Duplication of the software product for any purpose other than backup protection,
including for any commercial use, is a violation of the copyright laws of the United

States of America and of other countries. Information produced by using BIC software and its
manual, including the resulting displays, reports and plots are believed to be accurate and
reliable. However no responsibility is assumed by BIC for any changes, errors, or
omissions.
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I Introduction

The MAS OPTION is an automatic particle sizer designed for use with either
concentrated suspensions of small particles or solutions of macromolecules. Generally
speaking, sizes from 2nm to 3um can be measured. The software for instrument control
and data analysis is written for use in the Microsoft Windows environment though a
DOS version is also available.

The technique employed - photon correlation spectroscopy (PCS) of quasi-
elastically scattered light (QELS) - is based on correlating the fluctuations about the
average, scattered, laser light intensity. It has several advantages including:

e Speed (Typically 1 to 2 minutes)

e Accuracy (£ 1% on monodisperse samples)

e Sample Volume (0.5 to 3 ml)

e Calibration (None required)

o Versatility (Measures particles, polymers, emulsions, colloids,

etc. in any suitable liquid)

Sample preparation is relatively quick and easy with dust being the major
problem. Using a few simple “tricks of the trade” and the unique built in “dust filter” will
allow a high percentage of acceptable measurements to be made by the novice user.

Computer control of the MAS OPTION makes the instrument easy to operate.
The software is menu driven with friendly screens designed to guide and inform at each
stage of the operation. Common problems are identified and accentuated and simple
remedies are suggested by the software. After pressing the Start button, everything
else is automatic, including the calculations.

Please read the chapters on Installation, Self Test, the MAS OPTION Software
and Diagnostics before attempting to use the instrument. The chapters entitled Quasi
Elastic Light Scattering (QELS) Theory and Data Interpretation are not essential for
correct instrument setup and operation. However, an understanding of these principles
will help the user to apply the results in a better informed fashion.

The technical and sales personnel at Brookhaven would be glad to render any

assistance regarding questions that you might have about the MAS OPTION that have
not been clarified despite reading this manual.
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L.I Specifications
Size Range

Diffusion Coefficient
Range

Accuracy
Repeatability

Laser

Temperature
Control (OPTIONAL)
Sample Volume
Measurement Time

Results

:2nm to 3um

: 10 t0 10° cm?/sec
: + 1% to 2% with monodisperse samples
: = 1% to 2% with dust free samples

: 15mW solid state laser. Complies

with BRH 21CFR 1040:10 as applicable.

:5°C to 75 °C on steps of 0.1 °C
: 0.5 to 3ml
: Typically 1 to 2 minutes

: Mean and Standard Deviation calculated for

size distribution by weight assuming a

Lognormal distribution. All results are displayed on
the monitor and can be printed. Text file reports
are provided and the raw data can be exported
into an ASCII text file as well. Multimodal Size
Distribution analysis (MSD) is optional.
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| Installation
To install the MAS OPTION particle sizing software in Windows:
1) Insert the install diskette into the drive (for example in a:).

2) From the Windows File menu select Run...
3) The Run dialog box will appear as shown in Figure (2a)

Command Line:

[] Run Minimized

Figure 2a
The Run dialog box in Windows

4) Run setup.exe by entering it on the command line preceded by the drive letter.
a:>\setup

The software will be installed in the sub-directory 9KPSDW in the directory BICW. It is

strongly recommended that the installation directories be allowed to remain as named

by the setup software and not be altered in any way.

A data directory for the storage of measurement data will also be created. This will be a

sub-directory of the 9KPSDW directory called DATA.

To install the Multimodal Size Distribution (MSD) software (or to update the
version of the MAS OPTION software at a later time) insert the MSD (or the
updated MAS OPTION software diskette) diskette into the drive and follow steps 1
through 4 as before.

Note: To execute the Windows particle sizing program from DOS please type
SIZE at the DOS prompt.

IL.3 Self test
As we have discussed at various points in this manual, the heart of the MAS

OPTION is a digital autocorrelator that processes information for the instrument and

10
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generates an autocorrelation function. It is from this function that vital information such
as particle size and polydispersity are obtained. The correlator is equipped with self
diagnostic capabilities. Before attempting to make a measurement, it is advisable to use
these self-test functions to ascertain that the correlator is functioning properly. To
execute the diagnostics, press Ctrl+T in the main menu of the program. This puts the
correlator into its test mode wherein it correlates 200 channels linearly spaced from 5
micro seconds to 1 second and accumulates for 5 seconds. At the end of this test
procedure, the screen should look like the one shown in figure (2b).

Setup ampleoa er :

Test Mode

Effective Diameter: 0.0 nm Cmp|

Polydispersity: 0.000

Avg. Count Rate: 20.0 Mcps 100 ps . 1.00ms

. O Lognormal
Sample Quality: 0.0 O Wb

. ® Con. Funct.
Elapsed Time: 00:00:05
S_Ii_l-t Runs Graphs
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, _Clear | | Parameters | |Copy to Clipboard
Figure 2b

Testing the correlator

11
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i The MAS OPTION Software

The software for your Brookhaven MAS OPTION has been designed to run in the
Microsoft Windows environment. Users who wish to familiarize themselves with
Microsoft Windows should read their Windows documentation before attempting to use
the MAS OPTION software.

The MAIN MENU for the MAS OPTION software is the menu page through which
all the features of the software can be accessed. Figure (3a) shows the MAIN MENU as
it appears when the program is first executed.

i Particle Sizing Software

File Setup Sample Loader Help

Unknown Sample

Effective Diameter:
Polydispersity:

Avg. Count Rate:

Sample Quality:

Time Remaining: 00:02:00

| I Buns ' eI | Graphs ' ‘
Earametersi : Copy to Cliphoald
Figure 3a
The Main Menu

Before we begin taking any new data, let us familiarize ourselves with the
operation of the software by learning how to load a data set and how to analyze it. As
mentioned before, the software is designed to be compatible with the philosophy behind
most Windows based programs. The menu bar is located at the top of the MAIN MENU
and remains accessible so long as the window bearing the MAIN MENU is active. To
access a data file one needs to go through the following simple steps:

12
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lll.1 LOADING DATA

Move the mouse cursor over to File on the Menu bar of the MAIN MENU and
click on it. The File menu will now become accessible:

| File Setun Samole Loader Heln !
Utilities... Ctrl+U

bave LTS
Save As
Bebuild Data File Index

Print... Ctrl+P
Print Preview

Print Setup...

Print Options...

Exit Particle Sizing Application

Figure 3b
The File Menu

Selecting the Utilities option in this menu will open the File Utilities page (Figure 3c)
and afford access to the data files stored in the various folders. The buttons on the
bottom of the page give you access to the various features of this menu.

1. Select a Folder by clicking on it.
A list of files stored in that folder appear.
2. Select a file by clicking on it.

The buttons on the screen are now active pertaining to the file and/or the folder
that you have selected. Files can be opened (Open File - you can also do this by
double-clicking on any file) or deleted (Delete File - this becomes active when a file has
been selected You will be asked for confirmation before the file is actually deleted). You
can also create a folder (Create Folder - you will be prompted for a folder name limited
to 30 characters), delete a folder (Delete Folder - this becomes active when a folder
has been selected, again you will be asked for confirmation), import a folder (Import
Folder) from another directory or from a disk and export a folder (Export Folder) to
another directory or to a floppy disk.

In this case, we see that two folders exist. Folder 1 has nothing in it, it is meant
~to store any new data that you may generate. At the present time, the folder called

13
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Sample Data is of more interest to us. We can select this folder by double clicking on it.
We can now see a list of the data files that are stored in the folder Sample Data (Figure
3c). The data is identified primarily by the Sample Id though the automatically attached
Date and Time stamp can also be used for this purpose. A Batch number may also be
provided by the user for additional identification. Let us select the first sample.

Double click on Duke 96nm Standard.

We have now loaded the data associated with the Duke 96nm Standard sample.

= File Utilities

Current Folder: Sample Data
€2 Folder 1
#> Sample Data

Files in Sample Data: 5. Files Selected=1 =~ s
Sample Id: Date: Time: Batch:

: Duke 96nm Standard Oct 10, 1994 16:57:55
Acrylic Emulsion Latex Aug 24, 1994 13:24:20
Binax 2 Jul 12, 1994 16:54:06
| Liposomal Formulation Jun 27, 1994 15:18:10
Marrow Latex Jun 27, 1994 13:09:55

Delete File | | OpenFile B
Create Folder Import Folder | Export Folder
Figure 3c
The File Utilities Page

Figure 3d shows the screen that results from loading a data file. The results
appear conveniently tabulated just below the Sample Id. Each of these quantities are
discussed in greater detail in the chapter on Data Interpretation. For now we will accept
them at face value keeping in mind that the Effective Diameter represents an average
size of the particles in the sample and that the Polydispersity is a measure of the non-
uniformity’s that exist in the particle size distribution, Avg. Count Rate is a measure of
signal intensity (Kilo Counts Per Second - KCPS) and Sample Quality is an indicator
of the difference between the measured and calculated baselines of the correlation
function. The highest number (best quality) is 10.

14
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i Particle Sizing Software
File Setup Sample Loader Help

Duke 96nm Standard o (’f
Effective Diameter: 98.6 nm ?
E
Polydispersity: 0.020
0 T

T 1
500 5000

Avg. Count Rate:  73.5 Keps % % ameter (um

T @ Loanomali
Sample Quality: 9.5 O Wsb
. { Cor. Funct.
Elapsed Time: 00:02:00

| [ ~ Buns 1 I Graphs l
~ Parameters ‘LCopy to Elipbuargé
Figure 3d

A reloaded data set is displayed on this screen.

At the bottom of the screen are six buttons, each affording access to additional features
of the software.

The Start, Clear and Runs buttons pertain to collecting data from your sample.
For the time being we will leave it at that and return to them later.
lll.2 Parameters

The Parameters button provides us access to the Parameter page as shown in
Figure 3e. This page serves the twofold purpose of sample archiving as well as entering

the parameters needed for running the sample and for data analysis. Let us examine
these a little more closely:

Sample ID : Enter the name by which you wish to identify your sample. (30
characters maximum).

Operator ID : Enter your name (30 characters maximum).

15
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Notes : Enter any notes that you might have on this sample (42 characters

maximum).
Batch # : Enter a Batch Number for your samples (5 Digits maximum)
Runs : Enter the number of successive runs you wish to make on this sample.

Run Duration: Enter the desired duration for each run.

The preceding parameters are mainly archival in nature and are optional. The following
however, are used for calculations and should be entered with due care.

Temp.: Enter the temperature at which the sample will be controlled.

Suspension : Enter the medium in which the sample is suspended. A list of common

media is made available by clicking on the ¥ symbol.

Viscosity : The viscosity of the medium (Automatlcally calculated from the
temperature).

Ref. Index : The Refractive Index of the medium (Automatically calculated and
inserted).

Refractive Index of Particles

Real : Real component of the particle refractive index.

Imaginary : Imaginary component of the refractive index.

Enabling the Auto Save Results feature (by clicking in the box) will result in the results

being saved at the end of every run. If the Auto Save Results feature is not turned on,
you will have to manually save the data after each run.

16
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Sample ID Duke 96nm Standard fi

Operator 1D |Unkn0wn Operator

Notes |

e [ 18 Csns [
e, [0 Jues  Minwes [ B

Seconds I:‘% :

Refractive Index of Particles: '

Ref. Index Real

Angle [30.00 | ~ Imaginary [0.000

670.0

Suspension Iﬁqueous I

Yiscosity cp

Wavelength Auio Bave Reeslie . X

Cancel |

Figure 3e
The Parameters Page

To save any changes that you make to the Parameters Menu, click on the OK button, to
exit without saving any of the changes, click on the Cancel button.

lll.3 Copy to Clipboard

This is a very useful feature for transporting results from one Windows
application to another. By clicking on this button the data represented on the screen
(both tabular and graphical) is copied to the Windows clipboard. It can now be exported
to any application by using standard Windows clip and paste techniques. For example
you could incorporate a graph or a table into a document created by using Microsoft
Word for Windows.

17
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.4 Graphs

This button allows you to change the screen to either add a graphical
representation of the data, or to erase the graph if one is already present. Once the
Graphs feature has been activated, you can select the type of graph to view.

The simplest graphical representation available is the Log Normal where the
Effective Diameter and the Polydispersity are used to generate a log normal
distribution of particle sizes.

You can click on MSD to see a more sophisticated representation of the size
distribution. The MSD uses the Non-Negatively constrained Least Squares (NNLS)
algorithm to fit the data. This is a model independent technique and it is possible to
achieve multi-modal distributions using it.

Clicking on the Corr. Funct. will display the autocorrelation function obtained
from the sample. This is the primary result measured by the instrument and all the other
information is computed from this curve. A more detailed description of the correlation
function is given in the chapter dealing with the theory of the MAS OPTION.

Clicking on the Zoom button will allow you to examine whichever graph that you
might be viewing in greater detail (Figure 3f). In this expanded screen, it is possible to
move the cursor along the curve to examine, at each point, the values of the x and y
axes. A feature that some users might find useful is the ability to hide (or display) the
cursors and the numerical values of the axes. Clicking on any portion of the Graphs
window outside the rectangle bounding the graph itself will hide the cursors and the
data associated with the graph. Clicking inside the graph itself will restore the graph
highlight and the data values. Again the Copy to Clipboard button will enable you to
transport the graph to other Windows applications.

18
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Zoom

Duke 96nm Standard

-
(%]

Intensity
=4

ot
“h

L RS JE U

' ' Left. Right
a0 5000

Diameter {(nm}

0.5

Rel. Int. = 100.00 Cum. Int. = 51.05 Diam. [nm] = 97.65

Figure 3f
Zooming into a graph
Clicking on the MSD Summary button will show a table of particle sizes and the

corresponding values of intensity weighted sizes obtained from the NNLS algorithm
(Figure 3g).

MSD Summary

Sample 1.D.  Duke 96hm Standard
Operator 1.0,  Unknawn Operator
Elapsed Time 00:02:00

Mean Diam. 956 nin

Rel. Var. 0.003 r
Skew 0107 Diometer (m)

dinm) G(d) C(d) | d(hm) dinm)  G(d)
441 753 128.7
46.3 781 135.2
43.6 83.0 1418
51.0 87.2 1490
536 9Ns 156 .4
56.2 96.1 164 .2
58.0 100.8 1724
62.0 105.8 181.0
651 111.2 1901
68.3 116.8 1996
M7 12286 2085

o}

Monobklodal

gopj! to Clipboard i

s T s T o O o Y T o Y s e T o J o
Lo O v T o e Y e e Y e o T T e Y o
OO0 000O00O0ODO0
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Figure 3g
MSD table

lIl.5 Collecting New Data

Before beginning to seriously collect data with the instrument, it is usually a good
idea to make a few trial measurements on a well known sample. A latex particle size
reference material is well suited for this purpose and we recommend the 96nm latex
manufactured by Duke Scientific Corporation.

We are now ready to attempt a trial measurement.

Clear any Data that might already be loaded into the MAS OPTION software.
You can do this by clicking on the Clear button in the Main Menu screen. Click on
Parameters page and enter the Parameters as discussed earlier. To start with it might
be a good idea to leave most of the Parameters in their default settings and entering
only the Sample ID, User ID and Notes.

= Parameters

Samﬁle ID ISB nm latex from Duke I o

Operator ID l‘n"oul Mame |

Notes ~[Trial run on the FOGELS....... |

Figure 3i
Parameters for a trial run.

Click on Start to commence the measurement. Indication that the measurement has
started successfully will be provided in the following ways:

1. The button labeled Start will be re-labeled as Stop.

2. Numbers will appear on the screen for Effective Diameter, Polydispersity
and Avg. Count Rate, Sample Quality and the Time Remaining clock will
count down to zero. If Graphs has been activated, a graph will also appear.

If a single measurement has been completed and a second measurement has
not yet been started then the operator may either extend the duration of the of the
current measurement or request additional runs by calling up the Parameters page.
The Runs button can be used to change the number of runs that you desire for this
sample - overriding any request that may have been made in the Parameters page.
The Stop button (that replaced the Start button) can be pressed at any time to pause
the measurement. Once it has been pressed, it will be replaced by a Continue button.
Your data is not lost by pressing the Stop button and the Continue button will allow the
run to continue for its original duration.
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The Parameters button can be pressed at any time. If it is pressed while a
measurement is in progress, it will display the current settings without allowing you to
change them. You can however modify certain Parameters while the measurement is in
the Stop mode.

Allow the measurement to run for its complete duration. You should now be able to
examine the results and satisfy yourself that they are acceptable.

111.6 Multiple Measurements

Figure 3j shows the screen when multiple measurements of a sample have been
requested. You will notice that the lower part of the screen has been re-structured to
incorporate a data table. This displays a brief “history” of the runs completed thus far
along with some simple statistics showing the Mean and the Standard Error of the
results.

Individual measurements may be deactivated from this table. You can deactivate
a particular measurement either by double clicking on it or by pressing the number
associated with the run. This will cause it to be grayed out in the table and its values will
not contribute to the computation of the statistics for the table. Double clicking (or
pressing the number) on a deactivated measurement will reactivate it.

21
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» Particle Sizing Software
File Setup Sample Loader Help
Binax 2 (Run 5) - N
Effective Diameter: 38.6 nm - / i © Lognormal
Polydispersity: 0.244 : i Quep
ydisp ¥ : E | / I1| O Con. Funct.
Avg. Count Rate: 141.6 Kcps ) |
Y ! S

Sample Quality: 9.3 T m e e
Elapsed Time: 00:01:00 Dismeter om)
Run Eff. Diam. {(nm) Half Width {nm}) Polydispersity Sample Quality

1 36.9 20.5 0.308 6.8

2 .

3 37.1 20.5 0.307 9.2

4 37.7 20.1 0.2856 9.5

5 38.6 19.1 0.244 9.5
Mean 37.6 20.1 0.286 9.2
Std. Error 0.4 0.3 0.015 0.2
Combined 37.56 20.2 0.290 9.6

| Stat | | Runs 1 Graphs ;I | Show Combined -
- Clear . : ' -Parameters | |Copy to Clipboéld
Figure 3j

Multiple Measurements. Run 2 has been deactivated.

Another feature that becomes available during multiple measurements is the
Show Combined button. If the Show Combined button is clicked the program
combines all the measurements into a single data set. It is as if the data from all the
runs had been accumulated during the process of a single measurement. Obviously the
Show Combined feature is possible only when more than one measurement is
available. Once the Show Combined button is selected, it will be replaced by the Show

Current button which enables the user to return to viewing the data from the most
recent measurement.

The combined data should not be confused with the Mean displayed in the
statistics. The Mean is an average of the completed measurements that are still
activated. The combined data is generated by using the sum of the raw data from all of
the completed measurements (that are activated) and recalculating the cumulant
values. Also, to avoid confusion, note that while a measurement is in progress, the
information in the upper portion of the screen is updated with data from both the current
and the completed measurements that are activated. The information shown in the
table in the lower portion of the screen is made up of completed measurements only.
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1.7 Data Files

The MAS OPTION particle sizing software has a complete file system which
maintains as many as 250 "folders" that may be used to store up to 500 data files each.
A data file may contain as many as ten measurements of a single sample. Data files are
saved automatically if the "autosave" option is selected in the parameters dialog. Files
are always saved in the current active folder. When the program is installed the active
folder is called Folder 1.

Data files are stored in a binary format and cannot be modified by the user.
When a data file is saved, a copy of the Sample ID, date and time of the first
measurement are saved in a folder file index. If a file is saved again after additional
measurements of the same sample are made (without clearing previously measured
data), then the same file will be updated to contain all the completed measurements.

The user may choose Save As from the file menu to save an additional copy of
the current data. If the file is re-saved under a new name, then the new name is
assumed to be a new sample identification. If previously saved, the original file will still
exist under the previous sample identification. The operator may choose to save the file

File Setup Sample Loader Help
Utilities... Ctrl+U

HEDUNd Uata rie mndaex

Print... Cirl+P
Print Preview

Print Setup...

Print Options...

Exit Particle Sizing Application

Figure 3k
Saving Files

in a different folder or may even create a new folder from the Save As dialog. The folder
chosen will become the current active folder and any further saved data will be placed in
the current active folder.

You can also save the data in text format from the Save As dialog by selecting
the Export button. The software will prompt the operator for the name and location of
the text file to be generated. If more than one measurement has been completed, then
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all active measurements will be combined into a single measurement including all the
data from all the completed measurements. If multiple measurements have been
completed, and an operator wants to save data from a single measurement then all
other measurements should be deactivated before Exporting the data file. A
deactivated measurement will appear gray on the main screen. Active measurements
appear in red. The format of the data file generated is described in appendix I.

Description: Duke 96nm Standard

Folder: Sample Data

‘ Test File Report l

I Epryrt Data

Figure 31

Saving Files in various formats

File Hame: i Directories:

|m c:\bicw\Ikpzdw

= e

[~ bicw

= 9kpsdw
£ data k
Cl nnls D ﬂead UI’IIP i

=1 | Network...

Save File as Llpéﬁ bl Drives:
Report Files [= txt) | E c: me-dos_6

Figure 3m
Saving data as a Text File Report

Clicking on the Text File Report button will provide you with a report of the
results for the sample in standard ASCII text format. You will be prompted for a file
name (for the text report). A example of a Text File Report is shown in appendix Il.
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An operator may save the current data at any time by choosing "Save" from the
file menu. If no measurements have been completed then a partial measurement will be
saved reflecting the current elapsed time. If one or more measurements have been
completed then only completed measurements will be saved. Any partial measurements
started after the first run is completed must also be completed in order to be included in
the data file.

Data file folders may be maintained by choosing Utilities from the File menu on
the main screen (Figure 3c). A dialog box will appear showing a list of folders and files.
The current active folder is indicated by the open folder icon displayed to the left of the
folder name. Please note that data folders do not correspond to individual DOS
directories and all folders are maintained through software indexing exclusively. The
files list box show files that have been stored under the current active folder only. Files
stored in other folders will only be listed if the alternative folder is selected by "double
clicking” the desired folder name in the folders list box.

Pressing the tab and shift-tab keys will move the focus of the dialog box from
item to item. When the focus is placed in the folders list box, the currently selected item
will be highlighted. This should not be confused with the current active folder which is
marked with the "open folder" icon.

If the folder list box is selected, pressing the Delete Folder button will allow the
user to delete the entire highlighted folder and all of the data file contained in it.
Similarly, if the files list box show one or more selected files they may be deleted by
pressing the "Delete File" command button. The operator will be given one chance only
to verify the intention to delete files or folders. After that there is no way to recover
deleted information.

Multiple files may be selected by pressing the Ctrl key while "single clicking” an
individual file. A contiguous section of the file list may be selected by single clicking the
first file and then the last file desired while pressing the shift key.

Files may be moved from one folder to a new folder by "dragging" the currently
selected files to the new folder and "dropping" then into the new folder.

Files may be copied to a new folder by "dragging” the currently selected files to
a new folder, while pressing the Ctrl key, and "dropping” them into the new folder.

Users should be aware of the current active folder because any further data
saved will be placed in this folder until the active folder is changed.
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Occasionally, one or more data file will become damaged and will not be able to
be reloaded by the software. This could happen for a variety for reasons including
unexpected power interruption during a save operation. [f this occurs, then the file list
may inaccurately represent the available data file by displaying the names of un-
readable sample data files. If the operator suspects that any data corruption has
occurred, then the Rebuild Data File Index option should be invoked from the File
menu. This will initiate a routine where the software will attempt to validate all data files
and rebuild the appropriate folder index which will include only valid readable data files.

The File Utilities dialog also supports the archiving of complete file folders
through use of the "Export Folder" command button. When selected, the user will be
asked where to save a copy of the data included in the current highlighted folder.

The output of the export folder option is a binary file that contains all the sample
data from all measurements included in the folder. The file is generated with a file
extension of ".FDR". The file is saved in a binary format that is not compatible with any
other software or word processors. Do not confuse this binary format with the text
format used by the Export option available in the Save As dialog.

An operator may import the exported data folder back into the current
highlighted folder by choosing the Import Folder button.

The import/export features can be used as a safety measure in order to "back
up" your data files. It is also a convenient method of transporting data files from one
computer to another.

lil.8 Printer Support

All printer output must use standard window printer drivers and it is assumed that
a printer has been previously installed through the Windows control panel. The standard
Windows print setup and print preview dialogs are supported. Printer output can only be
generated correctly on a printer that supports bitmap graphics and True Type fonts.

The software has the ability to generate a variety of printed data. The operator
may select the type of data to output by choosing Printer Options from the File menu,
and selecting the items of interest .

The most common printer output format used is the "Results Summary” which
includes the information displayed on the main screen as well as the parameters in
effect when the measurement was made. When printing the results summary, the
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current graph displayed on the main screen will be included in the results summary
page. If no graph is displayed on the main screen then no graph will be included on the
results summary page.

If more than one additional graphs are to be printed, they may be printed on a
single page or on separate pages.

Please note that the date/time printed on each page header is the date/time of
when the measurement was made and not the data/time of when the data is being
printed.
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IV Quasi Elastic Light Scattering (QELS) - Theory of Operation

IV.1 Light Scattering

The information in this chapter is not necessary for operating the MAS OPTION
particle sizer. If the operating instructions are followed correctly, good results will be
obtained. However, if you wish to understand the basis for the measurement, and if you
wish to interpret the resuits in a better informed fashion, then this chapter may be of
considerable value.

Of the many techniques available for particle sizing light scattering offers many
advantages: speed, versatility, small sample size, non-destructive, and measurement
time independent of particle density. For sub-micron sizes it is sometimes the only
viable technique.

IV.2 What Causes Light Scattering?

A little over a hundred years ago J.W. Strutt answered that question, and, in
doing so, also answered the age-old question of why the sky is blue. Strutt became Lord
Rayleigh, and the basics of light scattering were laid.

Light may be treated as an electro-magnetic wave. The oscillating electro-
magnetic field induces oscillations of the electrons in a particle. These oscillating
changes form the source of the scattered light.

Over the years many features of the scattered light have been used to determine
particle size. These include:

e Changes in the average intensity as a function of angle.
e Changes in the polarization.

e Changes in the wavelength.

¢ Fluctuations about the average intensity.

This later phenomenon is the basis for QELS, the technique employed in the
MAS OPTION, and it arises in the following manner: imagine a detector of light fixed at
some angle with respect to the direction of the incident light beam and at some fixed
distance from the scattering volume which contains a large number of particles.
Scattered light from each particle reaches the detector. Since the small particles are
moving around randomly in the liquid, undergoing diffusive Brownian motion, the
distance that the scattered waves travel to the detector varies as a function of time.
Electromagnetic waves, like water and sound waves, exhibit interference effects.
Scattered waves can interfere constructively or destructively depending on the
distances traveled to the detector. The result is an average intensity with superimposed
fluctuations. Figure 5a illustrates this. '
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Fluctuations of Scattered Intensity

S e A e

Time
Figure S5a
Fluctuations about the average scattered intensity.

The decay times of the fluctuations are related to the diffusion constants and,
therefore, the sizes of the particles. Small particles moving rapidly cause faster
decaying fluctuations than large particles moving slowly. The decay times of these
fluctuations may be determined either in the frequency domain (using a spectrum
analyzer) or in the time domain (using a correlator). The correlator generally offers the
most efficient means for this type of measurement.

IV.3 Correlation

The concept of correlation is familiar to most people. If two variables or two
signals are highly correlated then a change in one can be used to predict, with
confidence, the change in the other. Mathematically, correlation is defined as the
average of the products of the two quantities. Autocorrelation is just the average of the
product of variable with a delayed version of itself.

In QELS the total time over which a measurement is made is divided into small
time intervals called delay times. These intervals are selected to be small compared
with the time it takes for a typical fluctuation to relax back to the average. The scattered
light intensity in each of these intervals, as represented by the number of electrical
pulses registered during each delay time, fluctuates about a mean value. The intensity
autocorrelat